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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 December 10:  

Freddy’s Fundraiser 

Night (Rock Road) 

 December 11:  

PTSO & Foundation 

Meeting 

 December 12:  

Choir Concert 

 December 13:  

NAL at Mead 

 December 14:  JT 

Fundraiser Pizza Par-

ty 

 December 17:  

Orchestra Concert 

 December 18:  Il 

Vicino Night 

(Douglas) 

 December 19:  

End of 2nd Nine 

Weeks 

 December 19– 

January 2:  No 

School 

 January 3:  Stu-

dents Return 

 January 7:  Dairy 

Queen Night (E. 

Central) 

 

We had a great Chess tournament at 

the Collegiate school on Saturday 

December 1 . We added 2 extra 

players to our Robinson team, if you 

are interested in joining please let us 

know.  We have total of 9 students 

competed in the K-8 division, they all 

did a great job and won the 1st place. 

They are Ethan Lau, Jolyn Garza, Bo 

Lu, Renton Smartt, Lana Shaheen, 

Avalyn Ngo, 

Sydni Shiflet, 

Killian Mc 

Gaffin, Caleb 

Lee and 

Coach Andrew 

Lau.  

 

The second nine weeks ends on 

Wednesday, December 19.  All 

grades will be posted that day.  

Report cards will be sent home on 

Friday, January 4 with the students.  

Please make sure you are checking 

Student/Parent Vue for the most up 

to date grades.  Please contact any 

teacher if you have any concerns. 

   

Just a reminder, if you are planning 

on being absent please let the 

teachers know so we can give you the 

work ahead of time.  Remember for 

school excused absences (athletics, 

music, NAL, IB shadowing, etc) all 

work is due the day you return.   

 

Do you know someone who is 

interested in applying for Pre-IB next 

year?  Pre-IB Applications for next 

year will be available on our website!  

Students currently in Pre-IB do not 

need to apply again unless they are 

removed from the program.   

 

Now is a great time to check to see 

if your student has any school 

supply needs.  We have noticed a 

few students needing paper and 

writing utensils in class.   

 

TODAY, Friday, December 7, half of 

your community service hours are 

due!  Make sure you write your 

reflection and turn in your 

community service forms to your 

CHARGE Teacher.  Google 

classroom will be updated by 

Tuesday, November 20 with current 

hours turned in.  If you have any 

questions please see Ms. 

Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and Ms. 

Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 10 

hours, Seventh Graders 10 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 12.5 hours. By 

the first Friday of December.  If the 

hours are not completed Social 

Studies grades will be lowered 10%.   

 

You are allowed to earn up to a 

maximum of 5 community service 

hours for participating or supporting 

the Robinson Community through 

organized activities.  Also remember 

that 25 Box Tops for Education = 1 

hour and 100 Pop Tabs = 1 hours 

maximum combination of Box Tops 

and Pop Tabs is 5 hours. 
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Volunteers Needed 

Have a picture of you completing community service hours?  Send it to Ms. 

Van Horn (dvanhorn@usd259.net) to include in our presentation out PIB. 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number of hours you have turned in.   

Kansas Humane  

Society 
See information on website:  https://

www.kshumane.org/how-to-help/volunteer.html 

Price Harris Elementary 
Price-Harris PTO needs volunteers to help take care of children 

so their parents can attend PTO meetings.  Middle-school or 

high-school age volunteers play with children during the meet-

ing, supervised by two adults.  Meetings are from 6:30-7:30 PM 

at Price-Harris on the following dates:  December 11; January 

15; February 12; March 19; April 16; May 14.   E-mail Anne 

Lewis, vicepresident@priceharrispto.org to sign up!    

College Hill Elementary 
College Hill Elementary is looking for 

some responsible students who can 

read with some of our students. Volun-

teers will help encourage our readers. 

This will be a fun and easy way to get 

some service hours! E-mail Ms. Porter, 

jporter2@usd259.net to sign up!    

Do you know of a community service op-

portunity?  Email details to Ms. Van 

Horn at dvanhorn@usd259.net  

Botanica 
Botanica is seeking volunteers for their annual illuminations event. The event is from November 23rd to 

December 31st so lots of opportunities to get some service hours done.  Positions vary from ticket tak-

ing to greeting guest to helping make s’mores.  Shifts are from 5-9 pm each night.  For each shift 

worked, you will receive a complimentary ticket to illuminations.  Starting in January, volunteers are 

needed to help tear down.  Contact Kristi Conkle at 264-0448 ext 103 or kconkle@botanica.org.     

Half of your hours are due by the first Friday in December.  If you do not 

have the required hours, Social Studies grades will be lowered 10% 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
mailto:vicepresident@priceharrispto.org
mailto:jporter2@usd259.net
mailto:kconkle@botanica.org
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

The plan for this week is to finish the unit and test on Fri-

day.  I’m really proud of the way that students are taking notes 

and learning to refer back to them.  Please encourage your 

child to get out his/her notes when there’s a question on home-

work.  The procedures and vocabulary should be right there.   If 

the student has trouble keeping up with the pace in class or is 

just having a bad day, I post the daily Power Point lesson with 

answers as well as a student copy of the notes (usually) online 

to assist in studying.  Many times there are additional problems 

we did not work in class that students can use for extra practice 

before an exam.    Thank you for your support.   

We are currently studying Human Growth and Development.  One 

of students’ favorite activities is the weekend spent with their Egg 

Baby.  Students will prepare a diary of their experience in 

‘parenthood,’ so please tutor them in all of the joys and concerns 

for new parents, first times the ‘baby’ does something new, feed-

ing, finding a sitter when you’re busy, or just caring for a fussy 

youngster.  Many students like to prepare a photo journal.  It’s fun, 

but not necessary.  I am happy with the diary entries called for in 

the instructions.  I hope that you enjoy your weekend with your 

“grand-egg.”  All the pages in the journal are handed in to be grad-

ed now.  The HGD packet is the last assignment of the quarter.  

We will hand in the HGD journals on Monday to be graded.  

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Sinsel—Math 

We will be working in our Literature books reading 

about positive relationships between animals and 

humans. The students will be annotating and re-

flecting on what they are reading. We will also 

complete some lessons which focus on varying 

sentence starters and grammar skills as well. 

From now until winter recess we will be complet-

ing our study of China. There will be a test over 

the chapter 10 on Thursday, December 13th. On 

Friday, December 14th the students will be start-

ing their India chapter of their Build-A-Book. The 

final two days will be review games focusing on 

what we have learned this semester in ancient 

civilizations. 

Students are doing a great job with our December novel, 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.  In Staves I-III, we anno-

tated for mood, characterization, symbolism, and flashback. 

As we move into the second half of the novel next week, the 

focus will be on internal conflict, motif, and static vs. dynam-

ic character.  Monday, December 17th, will be our 1840s 

British holiday treat day. A list of treat ideas is located on 

our Google Classroom page or the hard copy list in your 

child’s binder. Our Family History PowerPoints should also 

be finished by Tuesday, December 19th . Students can con-

tinue to improve their projects during January after break.  

Students will take the test over Chapter 1A on 

Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. There is a 

multiple choice practice test available at 

www.phschool.com. The web code to access the 

test is jcd-0107. There will be cultural projects on 

December 17th and 18th and lots of food!  Thank 

you for allowing me to teach your students! 

Students will be working on a fun partner project 

this Monday and Tuesday which they will present 

the last 2 days of the quarter. Thursday and Friday 

will be listing & reading and writing assessment 

focused. 

6th grade Math 6+:  Math students will complete the topic 

on Equations next week – watch for a test on Wednesday or 

Thursday!  We’ll spend the last few days before the break 

on the Life Simulation – it’s time to purchase a vehicle! 

6th grade Math 7+:  Math students will complete the topic 

on Drawing Inferences next week – watch for a test on 

Wednesday!  We’ll then begin the Constructing and Measur-

ing module, which will  involve angle geometry and con-

structions.  This is a hands on topic that students usually 

enjoy a lot! 

http://www.phschool.com/
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Seventh Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—4th Hour Language Arts Lavacek—6th Hour Language Arts 

Polson—Spanish Rowley—Social Studies 

On Friday of next week students will take a quiz that 

will require them to know how to correctly spell  all of 

the vocabulary words from Chapter 3A in their text-

books.  A great tool for preparing for this quiz is the 

quizlet.com website.  In the site's search box, please 

type "tktflores" and look for my link to Chapter 3A.  

We are wrapping up our studies of historical geol-

ogy before the break, with a quiz on Tuesday the 

18th.  

Students will be giving their Genius Hour presentations this 

week. They each have been conducting research once a 

week at school on a topic of their own choosing. Next week, 

they will present their findings to the class. Students also 

have been writing process papers and learning the correct 

way to write papers and works cited in MLA format. Should 

be an exciting, and enlightening, week!  

Students will be giving their Genius Hour presentations this 

week. They each have been conducting research once a 

week at school on a topic of their own choosing. Next week, 

they will present their findings to the class. Students also 

have been writing process papers and learning the correct 

way to write papers and works cited in MLA format. Should 

be an exciting, and enlightening, week!  

With our last full week we will be improving our 

writing fluency and accuracy. There will be a vo-

cabulary production quiz on Friday. Links on 

Classroom will help students prepare well. We will 

finish the quarter with a focus on culture. 100XP 

on Duolingo DUE SUNDAY! 

We will finish our Latin America unit before winter 

break.  Students will have a political map test on Wednes-

day (this is a change) and the unit test on Monday, Decem-

ber 17th.  If any students are not going to be here on the 

17th and 18th, they must take the test before they leave for 

break as it will be on this nine weeks grade. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

For this coming week & next, the 7th graders will 

continue our study of The Little Prince by Antoine 

de Saint-Exupéry. 

Math 7+ students will continue working on their 

Toy Company surface area/volume projects and 

present at the beginning of the week.  We’ll then 

spend a few days before the break on the Life 

Simulation – it’s time to purchase a vehicle and 

make some decisions about marriage! 

Stroot—4th Hour Algebra Stroot—6th Hour Math 

This week we will review---absolute value func-

tion, piecewise function, solving radical and ra-

tional equations.  The test is scheduled for 

Wednesday. 

This week, we will continue to review volume and 

surface area of prisms and pyramids.  There will 

be a quiz on Tuesday and a test on Thursday. 

Van Horn—Math 

We will continue working on Module 5 Topic 2:  Three Dimensional Figures where we will cover surface area and 

volume.  Our test will be on Monday, December 17.  I will let students know if Mathia this week will be completed 

during class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Stroot—Math 

Van Horn—Math 
On Monday, December 10, Trooper Chad Crittenden will be here presenting about distracted driving.  We 

will be doing a simulation to determine our reaction times with and without distractions.  We will use this 

data during our statistics unit.  We will also continue working on Module 2 Topic 3:  Systems of Equa-

tions and Inequalities.  We will have a test over this module on Wednesday, December 12.  I will let stu-

dents know if Mathia this week will be completed during class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is availa-

ble on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 

 

Students will be giving their Genius Hour presen-

tations this week. They each have been conduct-

ing research once a week at school on a topic of 

their own choosing. Next week, they will present 

their findings to the class. Students also have 

been writing process papers and learning the cor-

rect way to write papers and works cited in MLA 

format. Should be an exciting, and enlightening, 

week!  

For this coming week & next, the eighth graders 

will continue reading and analyzing To Kill a 

Mockingbird. We’ll focus on the famous trial in 

the novel and how it affects the characters and 

their society. 

This week we will review---absolute value function, 

piecewise function, solving radical and rational 

equations.  The test is scheduled for Wednesday. 

The kids are working hard to be ready for our Senate Hear-

ings next Friday.  Rough drafts were due and peer edited 

today; final drafts are due on Monday.  On the 14th, attend-

ance and being on time to school is crucial.  We will begin 

at 8:05 and finish at 10:30.  Students should dress profes-

sionally; they are welcome to change clothes after the hear-

ings are complete.  Schedules and room assignments will 

be sent home on Monday so you will know exactly what 

times your child will be presenting.  The paper and the hear-

ings will be our last grades for this nine weeks. 

On Thursday of next week students will take a quiz 

that will require them to know how to correctly 

spell all of the vocabulary words from Chapter 

5B in their textbooks.  On December 17th and 

18th they will prepare for the National Spanish 

Exam that is coming up on March 28th and 29th, 

2019. 

We are wrapping up our studies of energy and mo-

tion before the break and will have a quiz on Tues-

day the 18th.  
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Spanish for Native Speakers 
Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 

 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
6th and 7th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Stroot, Mary  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mstroot@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




